
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE 325 

admitted that Winckler is one of the most learned and acute of 
Assyriologists, and that his opinions on historical matters are always 
well worth knowing. 



Lewis Bayles Paton. 



Hartford Theological Seminary, 
Hartford, Conn. 



The Old Testament from the Modern Point of View. By 
L. W. Batten. New York : Pott & Co. Pp. vi + 354. $1. 

This book is a popular discussion of some of the literary prob- 
lems which rise up before a thoughful reader of the Old Testament. 
The author desires to lay before the reader the evidence upon which 
the modern results of Old Testament criticism are based, so that he 
may be enabled of himself to judge of their validity. The book is 
therefore didactic, intended, not for Old Testament scholars, but for 
that large class of thoughtful Christians who have no leisure for schol- 
arly investigation, but who nevertheless desire some exact knowledge of 
the discussions which have practically revolutionized our ideas of the 
Old Testament. It is hoped that by these presentations many who 
have practically discarded the Old Testament may be brought back to 
a just appreciation of its literary form and its religious value for 
modern living. 

The author disposes his matter in eleven chapters, the first of 
which is introductory, and the last on "Criticism and the Super- 
natural." Chap, ii is a reply to three arguments often urged against the 
validity of critical results : (1) Archaeological discoveries ; the author 
says, "so far modern archaeology has not thrown a single ray of light 
upon early Hebrew civilization " (p. 43); to be true, this must be inter- 
preted very narrowly. ( 2 ) Disagreement among critics themselves ; 
" modern criticism is absolutely unanimous in its verdict that the 
Pentateuch in its present form originated in an age long subsequent 
to Moses" (p. 47); " there is no modern critic today who holds to the 
unity of this book" [Isaiah] (p. 48). (3) "The fall of criticism is 
found in the divergent views as one era of criticism gives way to 
another" (p. 49). 

Chaps, iii-v discuss "Deuteronomy," "The Narrative," and "The 
Law," presenting substantially the view of the more moderate critics, 
though, of course, sufficiently revolutionary for the popular reader. 
" The Historical Books " occupies chap, vi, and " Biblical History " 
chap vii. Both of these are very fair statements of the position of the 
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modern biblical critic. Chap, viii, on "The Prophets," and ix and x, 
on " The Psalms," conclude the exposition of the critical results of 
modern biblical research. The author is not ready to say there are 
no Davidic psalms, nor to assert that there are such (p. 282), thus 
leaving his reader in suspense. Here, as in some other places, he 
gives us his position rather than a consensus of the opinions of modern 
scholars. The concluding chapter is an assertion that modern critical 
results do not eliminate from the Old Testament either miracles, 
prophecy, revelation, or inspiration. 

The book is quite well written, but I fear that it is, in some places, 
rather technical for the lay reader, and will not entice him to wade 
through its technical designations. 

Some of the make-up of the book may be improved in another 
edition. The table of contents is distributed over two pages, with no 
citation of pages where the chapters may be found. This should be 
corrected. Again, the long title of the book furnishes the running 
head-line on left- and right-hand page right through the volume, to the 
index pages. The lack of page citations in the table of contents and 
this head-line uniformity put the reader at a disadvantage. Either 
the title abbreviated on the left-hand page and the chapter heading on 
the right, or the theme of each page stated in its head-line, would be a 
vast improvement. The indexes are ample. 

Ira M. Price. 

The University of Chicago. 

The World before Abraham, According to Gen. I-XI, with an 
Introduction to the Pentateuch. By H. G. Mitchell. 
Boston: Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1901. Pp. v + 296. 
$1.75, net. 

This book consists of two parts. The first, covering sixty-seven 
pages, is an introduction to the critical problems of the Pentateuch ; 
the second consists of a continuous translation of Gen., chaps. 1-11, 
with a tolerably exhaustive commentary. In the translation the 
sources J 1 , J", and P are marked by typographical distinctions. Both 
the introduction and commentary fill a distinct gap in the existing 
English literature on the Old Testament. 

The introduction discusses with much thoroughness the methods 
and the tolerably assured results of pentateuchal criticism. After 
repudiating the name Hexateuch as a misnomer, and showing that the 
Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch has no support m pre-exilic 



